


SAFETY FOR AUGUST 2000

TO:       ALL UNITS SAFETY OFFICERS

FROM: DIRECTOR OF SAFETY

Would like to solicit from any Safety Officer any articles they deem informative regarding safety. We would then use them in upcoming monthly safety briefings.

Please feel free to email any safety concerns or articles to: h.e.jones@att.net.

For this month I picked this from an online article in hotshot@safari.net.

Safety Officers please feel free to use this in your monthly briefings.

During a recent MER Mountain Flying Clinic, a C-172 lost oil pressure and was committed to a forced landing over treacherous terrain. I suspect there were tense moments in the cockpit as the crew quickly accomplished their emergency procedures.

There were also tense moments as the mission base as they heard the MAYDAY call followed by silence as the aircraft disappeared into the mountains. Fortunately, the pilot was able to put the aircraft down in an extremely short hayfield without injury or damage.

Post flight inspection revealed that the engine oil had moved from the crankcase to the right side and belly of the aircraft. A loose oil line is suspected.

It can and does happen to us. CAP isn't exempt. This just shows how quickly we can go from being the "searcher" to the "searchee".

This is also why air crews are highly encouraged to procure and WEAR personal survival equipment while flying. At least it will make your wait for the rescue party more comfortable. At best is could mean the difference in being found alive or dead.

The military goes by the axiom "Dress for Egress" which means "if you're not wearing it, you don't own it." This has been proven valid over and over in emergency situations.

For those who may have the attitude "It won't happen to me. It's always the other guy."

My question is…what happens when it's your turn to be the other guy"?

Think about it. What's your life worth?

