COMMANDER'S CORNER

by Brian H. Berry, Lt Col, CAP
Commander, SSCS

gm proud we're reviving another

tradition of the Sandy Springs
Cadet Squadron -- the publication
of "The Sopwith Camel", our
squadron newsletter. The
"Camel", as it's been known, has
been around on and off since the
1960s, and has been an important
way of communicating with our
troops. With the help of our
editorial staff and inputs from YOU, the cadets, this tradition will
continue.

Besides being the reintroduction of the newsletter, this edition is also
special for the event we're celebrating this month; the 40th
anniversary of our famed "Snoopy Patch". Yes, it was on July 25th,
1967 that Charles Schulz, the "Peanuts" cartoonist, wrote his
approval for us to use Snoopy on our unit patch. Every since then,
Snoopy has graced the pockets of our green "Pickle Suits", flight
suits, jungle fatigues and BDUs.

We're celebrating the event with a "Snoopy Patch Birthday Party",
but we're also using the opportunity to honor a true hero, WOI
Joseph E. Congleton, Jr. (US Army, Retired), our former cadet
commander, and known as the creator of our Snoopy patch.

As far as we've been able to document, Joe was the SSCS cadet
commander during the 1967-1968 school year, and led the effort to
design and get approval for a squadron patch. Under his direction,
Cadet Harry Topliss wrote the letter to Charles Schulz, and
commissioned production of the patch. We owe it to Joe for
creating one of the most colorful and distinctive unit patches in all of
CAP.

But what we really need to honor Joe Congleton for is what he did
after he turned the reigns of cadet command over in 1968. Joe
entered Georgia Tech, but reportedly got 'bored' with the academic
life -- he wanted to do more. So, in the height of the Vietnam
conflict, Joe quit college and volunteered to join the US Army to
become a helicopter pilot.
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After initial Warrant Officer Candidate school at Ft. Wolters, Texas
in 1969, Joe probably finished his training at Ft. Rucker, Alabama,
then checked out in the Army's newest, most awesome weapon, the
AH-1G Cobra attack helicopter. It probably didn't take long before
the hot, humid air of South Vietnam washed across Joe's face as he
joined A Troop, 7th Squadron, 1st Air Cavalry Division at Vinh
Long.

One night, Joe's troop was deployed to support a Special Forces
compound near the Cambodian border which was under attack.
After landing, an intense firefight erupted and Joe was hit and
seriously injured. He returned home severly disabled, and remains
so today.

We all owe Joe thanks, for his leadership of Sandy Springs Cadet
Squadron, for volunteering to serve his country in a time of great
conflict, and especially for the sacrifice he made for his country.
Let's celebrate this month's anniversary of our Snoopy patch, but
let's also keep Joe and the thousands of other disabled veterans from
every conflict in mind every time we wear it.

A WORD FROM OUR CADET
COMMANDER

@s the Cadet Commander of Sandy

Springs 1 have many plans for the
future. I am looking forward to the
coming year with much ambition. My
main objective is to be readily
available to all of you to provide
guidance and perhaps a few pearls of
wisdom having been through the same
issues you may be presently
encountering. I also hope to serve as a
liaison between you and the Officer
Corps of Sandy Springs. I understand
that difficulties may arise during your
time as cadets, but remember, I, my Cadet Officers, and most of the
Senior Members have “spilled the same blood in the same mud”. 1
will always try to stay true to the “Type Z” style of leadership.
Seeing that you all may not be up to date on your Leadership Lab 1
Manual, I will expound. I hope to be understanding of the potentials
that each and every one of you has as an accomplished cadet in
SSCS, T will display your accomplishments and privately make
known your mistakes. I will remember that mistakes are one of the
most efficient learning and teaching tool. I will try to make time to
explain one-on-one how to do it right the first time. On the other
hand, we are all members of a squadron tasked with the very serious
mission of search and rescue. These cases require immediate action,
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quick responses, and tasks accomplished with skill and
professionalism. So it will be my primary objective to teach you
how to accomplish these tasks the RIGHT way. It is important in
time situations to be stern, to the point, and professional, so try to
remember it is in your best interest and, more importantly, the best
interest of our potential patients that we may be tasked to save. I
will try to blend understanding with quickness and professionalism.
My main focus is on you, the cadets, and on making all of you
successful leaders for our country. My door is always open
C/1Lt Kyle Strait

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

Summer 2007 saw to an increase in Sandy Springs Cadets achieving
acceptance into the various National Cadet Special Activities
(NCSA) available. In addition, numerous cadets took advantage of
the encampment opportunities both within the state and reaching
across to our neighboring state of Alabama. As early as March, six
cadets were notified of the opportunity to attend a NCSA:

e C/LTC Heather Gallagher- International Air Cadet
Exchange (Hong Kong); Para-rescue Orientation Course;
Originally Appointed GAWG Encampment Commander

e C/ILT Brian Rasmussen- Colorado National Flight
Academy- Glider

e C/2LT Kyle Strait- Oklahoma National Flight Academy-
Powered

e C/2LT Amy Vegter- National
Academy- First Responder

e  C/SrAmn Ctarik Curry- Aerospace Education Academy

e C/Amn Hasmik Agasarkisian- Para-rescue Orientation
Course

Emergency Services

Next, there were the three encampments that Sandy Springs showed
up in force at:

e GAWG Glider Encampment:
o C/SSgt Richard McMurray

e AL-MS Wing Encampment:

C/SMSgt Beau Vegter

C/SSgt Richard McMurray
C/SrAmn George Cooksey
C/SrAmn Ctarik Curry

C/ SrAmn Anthony McMurray
C/Amn Gevork Agasarkisian
C/Amn Hasmik Agasarkisian
C/Amn Lousine Agasarkisian
C/Amn Siranoush Agasarkisian
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Note: Although titled the AL-MS encampment only 8 MS cadets
were present and 1 GA staff + 9SSCS= 10...maybe it should have
been an AL-GA?

e  GAWG Encampment:

o C/2LT Amy Vegter- Charlie

Commander
C/TSgt Sakorey Srongprapa
C/SSgt Colin Istvan
C/SrAmn Ctarik Curry
C/A1C Lousine Agasarkisian
C/Amn Gevork Agasarkisian
C/Amn Hasmik Agasarkisian
C/Amn Siranoush Agasarkisian
C/Amn James Wiley
C/Amn Julian Lidback

Flight CC
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Captain Megan Gallagher
For the Commander

WING CONFERENCE RECOGNIZES
SNOOPY

Several members of Sandy Springs Cadet Squadron received honors
at the April 21" Georgia Wing Conference, held at the Crowne
Plaza, Marietta. Among the many awards, Cadet Lt. Col. Heather
Gallagher received the Cadet of the Year Award, named in honor of
Col. Ben Stone, a 60+ year veteran of CAP. Major Mike Reed was
awarded Public Affairs Officer of the Year. Cadet 1Lt. Brian
Rasmussen won the Goudy Flight Scholarship. Captain Megan
Gallagher received an AOPA National Flight Scholarship, as well as
a Commander’s Commendation. Major Rebecca Gallagher and
Captain Owen Snider received Commander’s Commendations for
their outstanding dedication to the cadet program.




